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PANORAMA NEWS:

INTERNAL TO INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS ON
ERBIL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT &

TURKISH MILITARY BASE IN BASHIQA

KRG Prime Minister Masrour Barzani:

I condemn in the strongest terms tonight’s terror
attacks on Erbil International Airport and Turkish
military base in Bashiqa, and I condemn the terror
group behind them.

Any armed groups which are not operating within
the official Iraqi security forces must be withdrawn
from the Kurdistan Region border. Over the
coming days, I will hold talks with Iraqi and
international partners on practical ways to make
this happen.

I have spoken with PM Mustafa Al-Kadhimi and
Iraqi Speaker Mohammed Halboosi to reaffirm our
shared goal to hold these lawless groups
accountable. I assure the people of Kurdistan that
the members of the terror group behind this attack
will be held responsible for their actions.

I spoke with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit
Cavusoglu. We strongly condemn tonight’s terror
attacks in Erbil and Bashiqa. We agreed to stay in
close contact as the investigation continues.
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Minister Safeen Dizayee
Head of the KRG’s Foreign Relations
Department:

I condemn in the strongest terms tonight's
cowardly terrorist attack on Erbil airbase. This will
not deter the people of Kurdistan from continued
peaceful coexistence, security and stability which
are our utmost priority.[]

I assure all diplomatic missions, international
agencies, NGOs and foreign nationals in Erbil that




the KRG authorities will do their utmost to
uncover this latest attack and provide necessary
security measures to all. The preparators must be
held accountable.

Statement from the Kurdistan Regional
Government Ministry of Interior

A preliminary investigation into the cause of an
explosion Wednesday night around the area of the
Erbil International Airport has revealed an attack
was carried out by a TNT drone, directed at
coalition forces. There were fortunately no
casualties and only material damage done to one of
the buildings on the coalition base. The
investigation is ongoing to determine the origin
and location of the drone.
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A statement from Kurdistan Region
Presidency

We strongly condemn the terrorist attacks that
targeted Erbil International Airport and a base
hosting Turkey’s forces in Bashik tonight.

There are no justifications for these attacks. These
attacks will only lead to further tensions and
destabilization of Iraq, and threatens its highest
national interests.

It is important to take serious stance as these
attacks continue. The Kurdistan Region and Iraq’s
Federal Government must strengthen
coordination and cooperation with the support of
the International Coalition to confront the groups
that are behind these attacks. These groups must
be held accountable and permanently stopped to
prevent undermining the peace and stability of the
countty.
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Kurdistan Region Parliament condemns in
strongest terms last night's drone terrorist
attack on the coalition base in the Erbil
international airport. The terrorist forces &
parties behind it must be exposed as soon as
possible by Iraqi Govt and KRG in cooperation
with coalition forces.

Statement by Spokespersons of the
Foreign Ministries of France,
Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom and the United States of
America (16 April 2021)



https://twitter.com/KurdistanParl

We, the governments of France,
Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom,
and the United States of America
condemn in the strongest terms the
April 14 attacks in the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region. Together, our governments will
support the Government of Iraqg’s
investigation into the attacks to ensure
that those responsible will be held
accountable.

We are united in our view that attacks
on U.S. and Coalition personnel and
facilities will not be tolerated and
reiterate our steadfast commitment to

the fight against ISIS.

Mrt. Ole Denstad, first secretary at the
Norwegian Embassy in Iraq

Very saddened by the news of yet another terrible
attack against Erbil. Hoping that the perpetrators
are brought to justice and that the attack will not
lead to any loss of life. May Erbil and Kurdistan

remain safe and prosperous.
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The Head of the EU Office in Erbil:
condemns the rockets’ launches against targets in
Erbil, Bashiqa camp and the village of Gudad, that
took place yesterday, 14 April. Our condolences go
to the soldier who was killed. We express our
hopes of a speedy recovery for the two people who
were injured. Such attacks threaten the stability of
Iraqi Kurdistan and the entire region. We
encourage cooperation between federal and
regional authorities to investigate and hold the
culprits accountable.

M:t. Morgan: Head of the Political Department
at the U.S. Consulate General in Erbil

My condolences for the attack last night. I strongly
condemn the terrorist attack on Erbil International
Airport. I am very confident that the KRG’s
authorities will make every effort to maintain the
security and stability in the Kurdistan Region. The
DFR Head minister Safeen Dizayee also have
assured all foreign diplomats here in Erbil that the
KRG will provide necessary security measures for
all. The perpetrators must be brought to justice.
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U.S. Consulate General in KRI:

We condemn the outrageous attacks last night on
the Erbil Air Base and the Turkish military base in
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. We will work with our
partners here in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region and the
Government of Iraq to bring the culprits to justice.
The citizens of the IKR and throughout Iraq
deserve to live in peace.
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D9%87%DB%95%D9%88%D9%84%DB%8E%D8%B1?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D9%87%DB%95%D8%B1%DB%8E%D9%85%DB%8C_%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D9%87%DB%95%D8%B1%DB%8E%D9%85%DB%8C_%DA%A9%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D8%B9%DB%8E%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/erbil?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/turkish?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iraqi_kurdistan_region?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iraq?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWB7cLYrY818YKIYhuKnv-pd2Yy2KSwzQbG89CvJtKJJF-iKDWWEpFqMpBeSq8DiX1_bT5uPlHQtJk0CorEocOhSZTsR82sGgYFHbAreLqoFXXwokoIhgSXPlbvf-QftmiXOlhJy5SBhpfDZvvojX4G&__tn__=*NK-R
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Stephen Hicky: UK Ambassador to Iraq

I strongly condemn the attacks against Erbil +
Bashiqa. Such attacks only spread terror + harm
Iraqis. won’t be stable and prosperous as long as
armed groups operate outside state control. will
support Iraqi + KRI security forces to prevent
attacks + ensure accountability.

; Ahadl (@ Qb pdew
ode o OF o dintinsy ) > Olazmgll 8o (ol
0550 o WS (dlall (3539 Jadd eyl s Slaxgl
Syl ) doduell Olelozddl s Wb T,25509 1,850
Q@ OliwysS @il 35 @ o)l Wilsd ees Loty Aol
Blsdl o g Olasxg)l oda  Jio &LAJ RCSPVES

o)y e (i Bhall (§ Lokl dresdl Alsoall
de 3T e (o 0lwsS 0] (3 duslell A elast
3Ll Ll gy el el dsslall @Yyl
ealBly B3lsIl (e gSodl iy o Caiall Jlasl
oo iall piad plrdly Ao ol Je Olws,S

" Sansatll

Olivier Decottignies :French Consul General
in KRI
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Tous solidaitres, tous Erbillois!

Republic of Turkey Ministry of National
Defence:

Irak’in kuzeyinde bulunan Bagika (Gedu) s
bolgesine bu gece saatlerinde roketli saldir
dizenlenmistir. Atllan U¢ roketten biri Us
bolgesine, diger ikisi koy igerisine dusmustiir.
Saldirida bir kahraman silah arkadasimiz sehit
olmus, kéyde yasayan bir cocuk da yaralanmuistir.
Mevlut Cavusoglu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Republic of Turkey:

Irak’in kuzeyindeki Basika ts bolgesine diizenlenen
alcak saldirida sehadete yuriyen Kahraman
Mehmetgigimize Allah’tan rahmet; ailesi, silah
arkadaslari ve aziz milletimize bassagligi diliyorum.

Special Representative of the United Nations
Secretary-General for Iraq Jeanine Hennis-
Plasschaert:

Last night’s events in the Kurdistan Region are
another example of reckless attempts to inflame
tensions and threaten Iraq’s stability. We condemn
these acts of violence and urge the Federal and
Kurdistan governments to act swiftly and in unison
to prevent further escalation.
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Hoshyar Zebari, then Iraqi Prime Minister

,Tonight there was yet another #terrorist rocket -
drone attack on #Erbil airport to undermine the
security of #lraqiKurdistan. It seems the same
#militia who targeted the airport two months ago



https://twitter.com/HoshyarZebari
https://twitter.com/HoshyarZebari
https://twitter.com/hashtag/terrorist?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Erbil?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/IraqiKurdistan?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/militia?src=hashtag_click

are at it again. This is a clear & dangerous
escalation.
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Hussein Yazdanpana, General Commander of
Kurdistan Freedom Party Forces(PAK)

The Coalition and the International Community
should not doubt that Iran is behind tonight's
attacks on Erbil Int. Airport.

To avoid such attacks further,to preserve the
security of the Coalition members,Peshmarga
forces must go back to pre-16th October areas.
Sheikh Jaafar Sheikh Mustafa, Vice President
of Kurdistan Region

We strongly condemn the cowardly attack
targeting Erbil International Airport and Turkish
base area in Bashiqa.

ol syesiy Al abas asungn by Sal
0gdLyySu 1990 Ligsw g 4 d oy

s S geaply spadh sasbue gas aihaSy)
65 HlolSass opua g4l g 699 ail)LSikies pulgan
al 9509'."» gy ‘;._VDSD.) OLE_')AS_QA.\_)“ s A7 9 09gd N



https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%84?src=hashtag_click

09y sai j093 Lgww g aSiaaiiny gl 599w
FA0geS> diungny g oy plgonydy i
aSig> wman plhegailylS Ghililesayls o §lc
9 o <l QA 3§ cogasbos  glgal

C_»LoL‘v 434S0 u:u_._vaLq_m_)ng

FSges Sk eyl 6)“—‘14 5 by Sab
A 51 9930y 59 saSadiyie 36K i S
Oliws)gS 3585 50945 & 990 il lSiajes pilgan
sUlgs 099y S plisbo)lS gad (sailgas 5 posy lus
Olridnadas o oge)li pLasS§ s 4S ajan by
0992 oliwasao  saie sl gal g ogatoglyyay
gy 095594505 HLS|uolS al 0gaS 4S ogasog.das

S0y plopSadyy g agas Ll S Say ailgas

Sr99iw yawal o)lS gas aslgas S hieS 5L
agy paSes ghie shew 5 aSaady pley
Ologes ailzsl gal glie  TaageSs asungyn
ok ol plgal Siied ad phis e g gasls,
03> 94 b jaSas 0gaiaSy 5 phanle e 4

-(R0d 'a|9m)4__v mLAL):._m

(LN
Liadlgl) Ay ¥ Aslaall
O Al (sish g A AN 55055

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
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Qubad Talabani, Kurdistan Region Deputy
Prime Minister

I condemn the cowardly attack on coalition forces
stationed in Erbil, and Turkish forces in Bashiqa
last night. The Governemnt and people of the
Kurdistan Region remain appreciative and in
solidarity with coalition forces who are partners
with us in our ongoing war on terrorism.
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Dizayi'den saldir1  agiklamasi:  Suglular
cezalandirilacak

Irak Kirdistan Bolgesi Yonetimi (IKBY) Dis
Iiskiler Dairesi Sorumlusu Sefin Dizayi, Erbil'deki
saldirtya iliskin aciklamada bulundu.

Dizayi, sosyal medya hesabi Twitter'dan yaptigt
paylasimda su ifadelere yer verdi:

"Butin diplomatlara, uluslararast kuruluslara, 6zel
kurumlara ve Erbil'de bulunan halka, Bolge
hiktimeti yetkililerinin saldirinin sorusturulmasina
yonelik butin c¢abalart gostereceklerinin soziini
veriyorum. Gerekli giivenlik 6nlemleri alinacak ve
suclular cezalandirilacak."

Erbil Uluslararast Havalimani'na yénelik drone ile
saldir1 gerceklestirildigi aktarildi.

GOOGLE TRANSIATE: - TURKISH TO
ENGLISH

Sefin Dizayi, Head of the Foreign Affairs
Department of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region
Administration (KRG), made a statement
regarding the attack in Erbil.

Dizayi shared the following statements in his post
on his social media account Twitter:

"l promise to all diplomats, international
organizations, private institutions and the people in
Erbil that the regional government officials will
make all efforts to investigate the attack. The
necessary security measures will be taken and the
criminals will be punished."

It was reported that a drone attack was carried out
against Erbil International Airport.

ARAB NEWS

Explosives-laden drone targets US forces at
Iraq's Erbil airport
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e Kurdish region officials say drone was carrying
TNT which it used to target the US forces

e FErbil International Airport vicinity was also hit
by a barrage of rockets in February

ERBIL: A drone dropped explosives near US
forces stationed at Erbil airport in northern Iraq
late on Wednesday, Kurdish officials said, with no
immediate reports of casualties.

It was the first known attack carried out by an
unmanned aerial drone against US forces in Erbil,
amid a steady stream of rocket attacks on bases
hosting US forces and the embassy in Baghdad that
Washington blames on Iran-backed militias.

The interior ministry of the autonomous Kurdistan
regional government, based in Erbil, said in a
statement the drone was carrying TNT which it
used to target the US forces. It said no one was
hurt in the attack.

A group that Western and some Iraqi officials say
is aligned with Iran praised the attack, but did not
explicitly claim it.

A barrage of rockets hit the same US-led military
base in the Erbil International Airport vicinity in
February, killing a non-American contractor
working with the US military.

Shortly before Wednesday's attack in Erbil, at least
two rockets landed on and near a base to the west
of the city that hosts Turkish forces, Iraqi security
officials said.

Sirens at the US consulate in Erbil blared during
the airport attack, witnesses said.

Turkey also has troops in Iraq both as part of a
NATO contingent and a force that has attacked
Kurdish separatist militants in the north.

The Iran-backed militias oppose both the presence
of the United States and Turkey and demand a full
withdrawal of all foreign troops.

The United States has sometimes responded with
air strikes against Iran-aligned militias including on
the Iraqi-Syrian border.

ALJAZEERA

Iraq’s Erbil airport targeted by explosives-
laden drone

No injuries, casualties reported in the attack that
targeted the military section of the airport where
US-led international coalition forces are deployed.

= e s
The complex hosts foreign troops deployed as part
of a US-led coalition helping Iraq fight the ISIL
(ISIS) group. [File: Reuters]

15 Apr 2021

Erbil International Airport in northern Iraq has
been hit by an explosives-laden drone, the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) said, an
unprecedented escalation in the types of arms used
to target US soldiers based there.
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The military section of the airport where US-led
international coalition forces are deployed was
targeted in the attack on Wednesday.

“A drone charged with TNT targeted a coalition
base at Arbil’s airport,” the regional interior
ministry said on Wednesday, adding that no one
was hurt in the blast but a building was damaged.
An explosion was also heard near the area and an
investigation into the incident has been launched,
the ministry said in an earlier statement.

Turkey said one of its soldiers was killed by rocket
fire at approximately the same time at a military
base 50km (30 miles) east in Bashiqa.

There was no immediate confirmation of any link
between the two attacks and no claim of
responsibility for the attack on the airport.

Witnesses reported a security cordon had blocked
all access to the airport, adding they saw a plume
of smoke rising from the area.

Some 20 bomb or rocket attacks have targeted
bases housing US soldiers or diplomats in Iraq
since US President Joe Biden took office at the end
of January.

Dozens more took place over the preceding 18
months, with Washington consistently blaming
pro-Iran factions.

Iran said in March that it was not behind the
attacks.

Washington and Tehran are both allies of Baghdad
but remain sharply at odds over Iran’s nuclear
programme.

Recent escalation

On February 15, more than a dozen rockets
targeted a military complex inside Erbil airport,
killing an Iraqi civilian and a foreign contractor
working with US-led troops.

The complex hosts foreign troops deployed as part
of a US-led coalition helping Iraq fight the ISIL

v
A

(ISIS) group, a conflict that Baghdad declared as
won in late 2017.

Turkey has had troops in the area for more than
two decades as part of its bid to crush rebels from
the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
who have been fighting against the Turkish state
since 1984.

Earlier on Wednesday, two bombs also exploded
on roads where Iragi logistics convoys were
carrying equipment for the international coalition
in the southern provinces of Dhi Qar and
Diwaniyah, according to security sources.

Last week, the US committed to moving all
remaining combat forces from Iraq, although the
two countries did not set a timeline for what would
be the second withdrawal since the invasion of
2003.

Erbil International Airport targeted in drone
attack

A drone loaded with explosives hit struck near
Erbil International Airport in the capital of the
Kurdistan Region in an apparent attack on
Wednesday evening, the Kurdistan Counter-
Terrorism force said.



https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/15/iran-tells-un-it-was-not-behind-attacks-on-us-interests-in-iraq
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/7/us-agrees-to-move-remaining-combat-troops-from-iraq
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2019/3/20/why-did-bush-go-to-war-in-iraq
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2019/3/20/why-did-bush-go-to-war-in-iraq
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The force did not provide further details but
Erbil’s governor confirmed to Kurdistan 24 that a
tire broke out inside the airport compound, part of
which houses troops from the US-led coalition.

The Kurdistan Region’s Ministry of Interior said in
a statement that an explosion was heard from the
airport’s surroundings, adding that an investigation
was underway.

The Ministry later sai their initial investigation
indicated the attack was carried out with a drone
rigged with explosives, targeting the coalition base
at Erbil airport. There was only material damage
and no casualties, the ministry said.

Coalition spokesperson, Col. Wayne Marotto told
Kurdistan 24 that “This evening, an unmanned
aerial surveillance system landed on a storage
hangar at Erbil Air Base. There were no injuries
reported. A fire has been extinguished and
damages are still being assessed.”

A senior security source in Nineveh province said
that a camp in which the Turkish army was present
was also struck with rockets, resulting in the injury
of one person.

The source said two rockets targeted Zelikan camp
in Bashiqa district, north of Nineveh, with one
rocket falling inside the camp. The second landed
in the village of Zelikan, wounding a young
woman, the source said.

Drone Attack Targets Kurdish Iraq's Irbil
Airport

An attack Wednesday at the airport of Irbil, capital
of Iraqi Kurdistan, was carried out by drone, the
Kurdish interior ministry said — an unprecedented

escalation of the arms used to target U.S. soldiers
based there.

"A drone charged with TNT targeted a coalition
base at Irbil's airport,”" the ministry said, adding
that no one was hurt in the blast but a building was
damaged.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the attack, which caused a loud explosion heard
across the city.

However, a shadowy pro-Iranian group, blamed
for a similar attack in mid-February, hailed the blast
in pro-Iran channels on the messaging app
Telegram.

A security cordon blocked all access to the airport,
witnesses reported. The governor said air links
were not interrupted.

Some 20 bomb or rocket attacks have targeted
bases housing U.S. soldiers or diplomats in Iraq
since U.S. President Joe Biden took office at the
end of January.
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Dozens more took place during the preceding 18
months, with Washington consistently blaming

pro-Iran armed factions.

Washington and Tehran are both allies of Baghdad
but remain sharply at odds over Iran's nuclear
program.

On February 15, more than a dozen rockets
targeted a military complex inside Irbil airport,
killing an Iraqi civilian and a foreign contractor
working with U.S.-led troops.

The complex hosts foreign troops deployed as part
of a U.S.-led coalition helping Iraq fight the Islamic
State group, a fight that Baghdad declared as won
in late 2017.

A shadowy group calling itself Awliyaa al-Dam
(Guardians of Blood) claimed the February attack
in Irbil and in a follow-up statement vowed to keep
targeting U.S. forces in Iraq.

'Dangerous escalation'

"It seems the same militia who targeted the airport
two months ago are at it again," Iraq 's longtime
former Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, a
prominent Kurdish political figure, posted on
Twitter in an allusion to pro-Iranian factions.

i 8
Last October, hundreds of supporters of Hashed
al-Shaabi, an Iraqi paramilitary network dominated
by Iran-backed factions, set fire to the Baghdad
headquarters of Zebari's party after he criticized

them.

That did not stop Zebari from pointing the blame
at pro-Iranian factions for Wednesday's attack,
however. "This is a clear & dangerous escalation,"
he tweeted.

Pro-Iran groups have been ratcheting up their
rhetoric, vowing to ramp up attacks to force out
the "occupying” U.S. forces, more than a year after
the Iraqi parliament voted to expel the American
troops.

Other explosions

Counterterrorism officials said only one rocket hit
the airport on this occasion.

But an Iraqi security source told AFP that other
rockets had crashed in the vicinity, one of them
targeting Turkish troops.

Eatlier in the day, two bombs exploded on roads
where Iraqi logistics convoys were carrying
equipment for the international coalition in the
southern provinces of Dhi Qar and Diwaniyah,
according to security sources.

The United States last week committed to move all
remaining combat forces from Iraq, although the
two countties did not set a timeline in what would
be the second withdrawal since the 2003 invasion.
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The announcement came as the Biden
administration resumed a "strategic dialogue" with
the government of Prime Minister Mustafa al-
Kadhimi, who is seen as too close to Washington
by Iraq's powerful pro-Iranian factions.

The region of Kurdistan has been autonomous
since 1991 and has a population of 5 million.

Indian Consulate General in KRI

We condemn the attack in Erbil on April 14. We
hope for an atmosphere free from violence and
terrorism for all Iraqis. @IndianDiplomacy

KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

MOFA, Kingdom of Bahrain, strongly
condemns Iraq’s Erbil International Airport
terrorist attack

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Bahrain strongly condemns the terrorist attack that
targeted Erbil International Airport in the sisterly
Republic of Iraq, in a cowardly terrorist act that
violates  international =~ humanitarian  law.

The ministry affirms the solidarity of the Kingdom
of Bahrain with brotherly Iraq in the measures
taken by the government to preserve the security
and stability of Iraq and protect its sovereignty and
interests. It also affirms the need for the
international community to condemn these
terrorist acts which aim at increasing escalation and
destabilizing the security and stability of the
brotherly Republic of Iraq.

UAE condemns terrorist attack on Erbil Airport

ABU DHABI, 15th April, 2021 (WAM) -- The
United Arab Emirates has strongly condemned
the terrorist attack on Erbil International Airport
in the Iragi Kurdistan region.

In a statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation called for de-
escalating tensions, self-restraint, and avoiding
any destabilizing behaviour in the region.

The MOoFAIC reaffirmed the UAE's strong
denunciation of such criminal acts and its
permanent rejection of all forms of terrorism
and violence that threaten the region's security
and stability and contravene humanitarian
values and principles.

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
& INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

MINISTERE
DE LA TRANSITION
ECOLOGIQUE

Liberté
Egalité
Fraternité

Irak - Attaques a Erbil et dans la province de
Ninive (15 avril 2021)

La France condamne avec la plus grande fermeté
les attaques qui ont frappé Erbil, déja visé par des
tirs de roquette le 15 février dernier, et la province
de Ninive la nuit derniere.

Elle rappelle son attachement a la souveraineté et a
Iintégrité de I'Irak ainsi qu’a la stabilité de la région
autonome du Kurdistan. Il importe que le
gouvernement irakien et les autorités régionales du
Kurdistan approfondissent leur coopération pour
identifier les auteurs de ces agressions et assurer,
plus largement, la sécurité de tous les Irakiens.

La France réitere sa détermination a poursuivre son
action dans le cadre de la Coalition internationale



https://twitter.com/IndianDiplomacy
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contre Daech avec ses partenaires locaux et
internationaux auxquels elle réaffirme sa pleine
solidarité.
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Honorary Consul of Sri Lanka in Erbil
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On behalf of Sri Lanka and the honorary consul of
Sti Lanka in IKR, we condemn the attack of the
last night on the Erbil international Airport and the
other places, we declare solidarity and sympathy to
Exrbil citizens and IKR.

Yehia Rasool, Spokesperson for the Iraqi
Commander-in-Chief
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OIR Spokesman Col. Wayne Marotto, official

military Spokesman for Operation Inherent
Resolve (OIR)

@IraqiSpoxMOD provides update to unmanned
aerial surveillance system attack at Erbil Air Base
last night.
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Drone Attack On US Forces Stationed Near

Erbil Airport In Iraq

Thursday, 15 Apr 2021 04:37

The government of the autonomous region of
Kurdistan in Iraq announced that an unmanned
aerial drone dropped explosives near the US forces
stationed at Erbil international airport on
Wednesday night. No casualties have been
reported.

According to Erbil officials, at least one explosive
hit near the area where US forces are stationed in
Erbil airport.

Coalition spokesperson, Colonel Wayne Marotto
told Kurdistan 24 that “This evening, an
unmanned aerial surveillance system landed on a
storage hangar at Erbil Air Base. There were no
injuries reported. A fire has been extinguished and
damages are still being assessed.”

Al Arabiya reported that the US consulate had also
sounded its emergency alarms following the
explosion. Witnesses said they saw a plume of
smoke rising from the area. Another US-led
military base in the Erbil International Airport

vicinity was hit by several rockets in February, that
killed a military contractor.

The interior ministry of the autonomous Kurdistan
regional government, based in Erbil, said in a
statement the drone was carrying TNT which it
used to target the US forces. It said no one was
hurt in the attack.

Shortly before Wednesday's attack in Erbil, at least
two rockets landed on and near a base to the west
of the city that hosts Turkish forces, Iraqi security
officials said.

The Iran-backed militias in Iraq oppose both the
presence of the US and Turkey in the country and
demand a full withdrawal of all foreign troops.

& WORLD REPORT
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Explosives-Laden Drone Targets U.S. Forces

at Iraq's Erbil Airport

By Reuters
April 14, 2021, at 3:23 p.m.

ERBIL, Iraq (Reuters) -A drone dropped
explosives near U.S. forces stationed at Erbil
airport in northern Iraq late on Wednesday,
Kurdish officials said, with no immediate reports
of casualties.

A separate rocket attack killed a Turkish soldier at
a military base nearby, the Turkish defence
ministry said.

It was the first known attack carried out by an
unmanned aerial drone against U.S. forces in Erbil,
amid a steady stream of rocket attacks on bases
hosting U.S. forces and the embassy in Baghdad
that Washington blames on Iran-backed militias.

The interior ministry of the autonomous Kurdistan
regional government, based in Erbil, said in a
statement the drone was carrying TNT which it



https://twitter.com/IraqiSpoxMOD
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-04-14/rocket-hits-near-erbil-airport-in-northern-iraq-kurdish-security-officials
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used to target the U.S. forces. It said no one was
hurt in the attack.

A group that Western and some Iraqi officials say
is aligned with Iran praised the attack, but did not
explicitly claim it.

A barrage of rockets hit the same U.S.-led military
base in the Erbil International Airport vicinity in
February, killing a non-American contractor
working with the U.S. military.

Shortly before Wednesday's attack in Erbil, at least
two rockets landed on and near a base to the west
of the city that hosts Turkish forces, Iraqi security
officials said. That attack killed a Turkish soldiet,
Ankara said.

A rocket hit a base belonging to an Iraqi Shi'ite
Muslim militia group near that Turkish base a few
hours later, a security official said, wounding at
least one fighter. It was not immediately clear who
had fired the rocket.

Turkey also has troops in Iraq both as part of a
NATO contingent and a force that has attacked
Kurdish separatist militants in the north.

The Iran-backed militias oppose both the presence
of the United States and Turkey and demand a full
withdrawal of all foreign troops.

The United States has sometimes responded with
air strikes against Iran-aligned militias including on
the Iraqi-Syrian border.

An air strike ordered by former president Donald
Trump that killed Iran's top commander Qassem
Soleimani in January 2020 sent the region to the
brink of a full-scale conflict.

REUTERS

April 15,202110:02 AM PDT

Explosives-laden drone targets U.S. forces at
Iraq's Erbil airport

A drone dropped explosives near U.S. forces
stationed at Erbil airport in northern Iraq late on
Wednesday, Kurdish officials said, with no
immediate reports of casualties.

A separate rocket attack killed a Turkish soldier at
a military base nearby, the Turkish defence
ministry said.

It was the first known attack carried out by an
unmanned aerial drone against U.S. forces in Erbil,
amid a steady stream of rocket attacks on bases
hosting U.S. forces and the embassy in Baghdad
that Washington blames on Iran-backed militias.

The interior ministry of the autonomous Kurdistan
regional government, based in Erbil, said in a
statement the drone was carrying TNT which it
used to target the U.S. forces. It said no one was
hurt in the attack.

A group that Western and some Iraqi officials say
is aligned with Iran praised the attack, but did not
explicitly claim it.

A barrage of rockets hit the same U.S.-led military
base in the Erbil International Airport vicinity in
February, killing a non-American contractor
working with the U.S. military.

Shortly before Wednesday's attack in Erbil, at least
two rockets landed on and near a base to the west
of the city that hosts Turkish forces, Iraqi security
officials said. That attack killed a Turkish soldier,
Ankara said.

A rocket hit a base belonging to an Iraqi Shi'ite
Muslim militia group near that Turkish base a few
hours later, a security official said, wounding at
least one fighter. It was not immediately clear who
had fired the rocket.

Turkey also has troops in Iraq both as part of a
NATO contingent and a force that has attacked
Kurdish separatist militants in the north.
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The Iran-backed militias oppose both the presence
of the United States and Turkey and demand a full
withdrawal of all foreign troops.

The United States has sometimes responded with
air strikes against Iran-aligned militias including on
the Iraqi-Syrian border.

An air strike ordered by former president Donald
Trump that killed Iran's top commander Qassem
Soleimani in January 2020 sent the region to the
brink of a full-scale conflict.

Turkish military base, Erbil airport targeted in
northern Iraq

Rockets targeting Bashiqa army base kill one
Turkish solider and wound a child, and drone
drops explosives near US forces stationed at Erbil
airport, officials say.

Ambulances rush to the site after the Erbil airport
in northern Iraq was targeted by a drone, on April
14,2021 in Erbil, Iraq. (Ahsan Mohammed Ahmed
Ahmed / AA)

A Turkish soldier has been killed and a child
wounded after a rocket attack on a military
compound in northern Iraq's Bashiga region, the
Turkish Defence Ministry said.

The ministry said in a statement on Wednesday
that three rockets were launched towards a military
base in the region and that one had hit it.

The other two fell into a nearby village, wounding
a child, it said.

The ministry added that an armed drone had been
launched and that the "necessary measures" had
been taken.

Fuat Oktay, Turkey's vice president, said the attack
will not go unanswered and "we will respond in

kind."

Ertbil airport targeted

The news comes after a drone dropped explosives
near US forces stationed at Erbil airport in
northern Iraq earlier on Wednesday, Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) officials said, with
no immediate reports of casualties.

"A drone charged with TNT targeted a coalition
base at Erbil's airport," the KRG Interior Ministry
said, adding that no one was hurt in the blast but a
building was damaged.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the attack, which caused a loud explosion audible
across the city.

It was the first known attack carried out by a drone
against US forces in Erbil, amid a steady stream of
rocket attacks on bases hosting American forces
and the embassy in Baghdad that Washington
blames on Iran-backed militias.

Shortly before the attack in Erbil, Iraqi officials
said at least two rockets had landed on and near a
base west of the city that hosts Turkish forces.

'Grand and regional escalation’

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu spoke to Iragi
Kurdish Prime Minister Masrour Barzani, adding
Barzani had briefed Cavusoglu about the attacks in
Erbil and Bashiqa, and offered condolences for the
soldier's death, diplomatic sources said.

Former Iraqi foreign minister Hoshyar Zebari, a
prominent political figure in the region, meanwhile
accused "a militia" of being behind the attack.
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"It is a grand & regional escalation," he wrote on
Twitter.

Turkey has troops in Iraq both as part of a NATO
contingent and a force against PKK terrorists in

urging the international community to condemn
such terrorist activities.

the north.
jguil

basnews=

UAE, Bahrain Condemn Attack on Erbil
Airport

The UAE on Thursday strongly condemned the
terrorist attack that targeted the Erbil International
Airport in the Kurdistan Region, a statement
confirmed.

The UAE's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation in a statement also
called for restraint and refraining from any actions
that could threaten stability in the region.

A drone, rigged with explosives and attempting to
target the US-led Coalition forces stationed at the
airport, attacked Erbil International Airport on
Wednesday evening without resulting in any
casualties or injuries but in damages to one of the
buildings at the site.

The statement noted that the UAE strongly
condemns "these criminal acts," and that it rejects
all forms of violence and terrorism aimed at
destabilizing security and stability in the area.

Meanwhile, Bahrain's Foreign Ministry also
condemned the drone attack on the Kutrdish
airport and considered it as a violation of the
international law.

It also reaffirmed readiness to cooperate with Iraq
in efforts to restore stability across the country,
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesperson

For Immediate Release
MEDIANOTE
April 16,2021
Joint Statement on the Attacks in Iraqi Kurdistan Region

The text of the following statement was released by the governments of France, Germany, Italy, the United

Kingdom and the United States of America following the April 14 attack in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region
Begin Text:

We, the governments of France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom. and the United States of America
condemn in the strongest terms the April 14 attacks in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region. Together, our
governments will support the Government of Iraq’s investigation into the attacks to ensure that those

responsible will be held accountable.

We are united in our view that attacks on U.S. and Coalition personnel and facilities will not be tolerated and

reiterate our steadfast commitment to the fight against ISIS.

End text




