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OVERVIEW 2019 HUMANITARIAN TARGET POPULATION

RETURNEES BY CATEGORY OF SEVERITY PER GOVERNORATE¹

US$173.8M total funding to Iraq as of 31 May 2019
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US$701.1M
total funding required

US$77.9M
funding received 
as of 31 May 2019

11.1%
funding
received

The Humanitarian Response Plan has received US$77.9 
million in donor contributions, out of the requested $701.1 
million. While the response plan has received 11.1 per cent 
of its target, funding levels across clusters vary. 

IRAQ
Humanitarian Snapshot As of 31 May 2019

An outbreak of fires in productive wheat and barley fields has affected 11 
governorates, across 250 districts since mid-May, many of which are 
presumed to be intentionally lit. ISIL has claimed responsibility for some of the 
arson attacks and most fires have burned in areas with medium to high 
severity of needs among returnees. Some authorities and farmers believe the 
fires are an intentional tactic targeting returnees or aiming to deter IDPs from 
returning. There have been reports that the fires have dissuaded some IDPs 
from returning to their homes. There are also concerns that the arson attacks 
could be political in nature, noting the patterns in location of the fires along 
contested areas. In 2019, high rainfall has yielded good crop growth meaning 
there is a greater than average presence of combustible fuel in the fields. 
Humanitarian partners are monitoring the impacts on returnees and planned 
returns, and assessing any negative impacts on agriculture, food security 
livelihoods and water supply. The Food and Agriculture Organization has noted 
that many farmers were coming to the end of their harvests and therefore the 
impact on staple prices has yet to be determined.

OVERVIEW OF LOCATIONS AFFECTED BY CROP FIRES - AS OF 31 MAY 2019³

Creation date: 10 June 2019.  Sources:  1. Return index round 3, April 2019  2. IOM DTM 3. Locations of crop fire incidents from UNDSS, Severity of Needs from Iraq HNO 2019 4. OCHA, Clusters 5. This presents the overall funding linked to the requirements of the response plans/appeals; the HRP funding is a subset of overall 
funding to the affected country; Source: Financial Tracking System (FTS) as of 31 May 2019.

OVERVIEW OF FUNDING5
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KEY HUMANITARIAN ACCESS DEVELOPMENTS4
Humanitarian access remains inconsistent throughout the central and northern governorates 
as challenges continue with various civil and military authorities in recognizing the authority of 
Baghdad’s national access letter. Access remains highly constrained in Ninewa, where 
humanitarian partners report least accessibility, and where specific requirements for 
duplicative, governorate-specific access letters and coordination mechanisms have been 
proposed. 
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Severity of needs
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Location of crop fire incident
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 Governorates  # of
Incidents 

 Area burned
(Dunams)  

 Area saved
(Dunams) 

Ninawa 49             23,788                798,020      

Salah Al-Din 88             4,949                   43,312         

Kirkuk 48             4,924                   48,439         

Diyala 27             379                      4,667           

Wassit 8               227                      366              

Al-Anbar 11             102                      300              

Babil 7               85                        46                 

Baghdad 6               50                        475              

Maysan 3               49                        7                   

Al-Muthanna 2               27                        88                 

Al-Qadissiya 1               5                           10                 

250          34,585                895,730       1 Dunam = 1,000m2 (0.25 Acres)  
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